
 

  

 
Planning Policy Committee 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held at Jeffrey Room, The 
Guildhall, St Giles Street, Northampton, NN1 1DE on Tuesday 30 January 2024 at 
6.00 pm. 
 
Present: 
Councillor Rebecca Breese (Chair) 
Councillor Matt Golby (Vice-Chair) 
Councillor Adam Brown 
Councillor Phil Bignell 
Councillor Stephen Clarke 
Councillor Jamie Lane 
Councillor Cathrine Russell 
 
Substitute Members: 
Councillor Rosie Humphreys (substitute for Councillor Jonathan Harris) 
 
 
Apologies for Absence: 
Councillor Jonathan Harris 
 
Officers: 
Richard Wood (Head of Planning Policy and Specialist Services) 
Alan Munn (Planning Policy Team Leader) 
Rhian Morgan (Historic Environment Officer) 
Theresa Boyd (Senior Planning Solicitor) 
Ed Bostock (Democratic Services Officer) 
 

94. Declarations of Interest  
 
None advised. 
 

95. Minutes  
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 20 September and 22 November 2023 were 
agreed and signed by the Chair. 
 

96. Chair's Announcements  
 
None advised. 
 

97. West Northamptonshire Local Heritage List  
 
The Historic Environment Officer presented the report which sought approval for the 
adoption of the suggested Local Heritage List Criteria (Appendix A of the report), 
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endorse the former Northampton and Daventry Local List assets, and agree the 
process for identifying and adopting new heritage assets onto the list. The report set 
out the recommendations for the adoption of the suggested Local Heritage List 
criteria for the whole of West Northamptonshire, as well as the endorsement of 
heritage assets previously identified by Northampton Borough Council and Daventry 
District Council, and the endorsement of a proposed process for identifying and 
adopting heritage assets onto the List. 
  
Members discussed the report, and the following points were raised: 

       Details on protection for non-designated heritage assets were contained in the 
National Planning Policy Framework; it included a policy that guided planners 
on how to determine planning applications that would affect the significance of 
assets. 

  
RESOLVED: 
  
The Planning Policy Committee: 

a)    Agreed to adopt the Local Heritage List Criteria (Appendix A of the report) 
b)    Endorsed the assets previously identified by Northampton Borough Council 

and Daventry District Council as the foundation of the new WNC list 
c)     Agreed that delegated authority to add new heritage assets to the List be 

given to the Head of Planning Policy and Specialist Services in consultation 
with the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Built Environment and Rural Affairs 

 
98. Updated West Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme  

 
The Planning Policy Team Leader presented the report which sought approval for the 
updated Local Development Scheme which sets out a timetable for local plan 
preparation. The West Northamptonshire LDS was last updated in April 2023; the 
new report contained updates to the LDS to ensure that it is up to date in respect of 
amendments to the timetable for the production of the emerging West 
Northamptonshire Local Plan. The content of the LDS had not changed in any other 
aspect. 
  
Members discussed the report and the following points were raised: 

       The document would be updated to reflect changes to consultation bodies. 
  
RESOLVED: 
  
The Planning Policy Committee: 
  

a)    Approved the updated West Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme 
(Appendix A of the report) which is to be brought into effect upon the expiry of 
the call-in period for Planning Policy Committee decisions. 

b)    Delegated to the Head of Planning Policy and Specialist Services authority to 
make minor editorial and presentational changes to the Local Development 
Scheme in its final published form. 

 
99. Custom and Self Build Register  
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The Head of Planning Policy and Specialist Services presented the report which 
sought consideration of a revision to the eligibility criteria for the Self and Custom 
Build Register and to consider an increase in fees. 
  
Members discussed the report. 
  
RESOLVED: 
  
The Planning Policy Committee: 
  

a)    Agreed that the eligibility criteria for entry onto the Self and Custom Build 
register as set out in appendix A of the report be agreed, for implementation 
for any application submitted on or after 1st April 2024. 

b)    Agreed that the fees be increased as set out in paragraph 5.13 of the report 
for applications submitted on or after 1st April 2024. 

 
100. West Northamptonshire Local Plan - Statement of Community Involvement  

 
The Planning Policy Team Leader presented the report which sought approval of the 
Statement of Community Involvement for the West Northamptonshire Local Plan, 
following an update. 
  
Members discussed the report and the following points were raised: 

       It was requested that paper copies of the consultation document be placed in 
community-managed libraries for those not able to access the online version. 

  
RESOLVED: 
  
The Planning Policy: 
  

a)    Adopted the Statement of Community Involvement (Appendix A of the report) 
b)    Delegated to the Head of Planning Policy and Specialist Services authority to 

make minor editorial and presentational changes to the Statement of 
Community Involvement in its final published form. 

 
101. Urgent Business  

 
None. 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 18:27pm 
 
 

Chair: ________________________ 
 

Date: ________________________ 


